
                                                                              

 
To support migrants living in urban centres to meet their needs related to social inclusion and 
integration, core services are offered, through Multifunction Centres (MFCs) in Athens and 
Thessaloniki. 

 

 
 

PRESS RELEASE  
 

Athens, 12th of August 2020 

 

“The end of another school year for the MFC! 

Review of the School Year 2019- 2020” 

 

 

On Friday 31st of July, the “graduation ceremony” for the children that attended the 

MFC’s Summer School Program took place. This event marked the end of this year’s 

educational and psychosocial activities for children and teenagers for the MFC Athens. 

The activities started in September 2019, under the coordination and supervision of 

the pedagogue of the MFC, aiming in supporting children and young refugees in their 

preparation for entering the Greek public education system, and receiving assistance 

throughout their school attendance. 

Even while facing the challenging circumstances due to the pandemic of COVID- 19, 

the pedagogue and volunteers of the program managed to find alternative ways of 

communication in order to maintain their contact with the children and their parents. 

 

Activities for small children (3-5 years old) 

The Kindergarten is taking place four days per week, run by the pedagogue and a 

group of trained community and Greek volunteers. 
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Children between the ages of 3 to 5 years old participate in activities of non-formal 

education that help them prepare for the kindergarten, to communicate in Greek and 

acquire social skills and communicate with children of their age. 

This activity is realized in the kindergarten area of the MFC, with frequent visits to a 

nearby park in the neighborhood of Exarcheia. In addition, visits are organized to other 

places of educational and cultural interest, such as the Children’s Museum. 

 

Activities with the Shelters for Unaccompanied Minors 

Since the start of the operation of the Shelters for Unaccompanied Minors A and B of 

HRC in Athens, in October 2019, there has been an ongoing collaboration between 

the MFC and the shelters, in order to implement psychosocial support activities for the 

teenagers that live in the shelters. 

Among the activities was a walk to Lycabettus hill, the participation in a football 

tournament and the co-organization of the photo exhibition “My future in a flash”, within 

the frame of the World Refugee Day. 

 

After School Support in collaboration with the Social Welfare Division of the HRC 

For another year, the MultiFunctional Centre hosted the volunteers of the Social 

Welfare Division for the program of After School Support. Refugee and migrant 

children received daily support in preparing and studying for school. 

In addition, for the first time this year, there was an afternoon Greek course for children 

between the ages of 6 and 12 years, which didn’t have any knowledge of Greek.  

 

Youth Club 

After the summer vacation of last year, 

MFC’s Youth Club started its activities in 

September with a lot of motivation. 

Among the various activities realised 

through this program was a trip to Parnitha 

and hiking in the mountain, photography 

workshop through the collaboration with 

Solomon magazine and participation in a 

photography competition and the creation 

of a video that presents the story of two 

teenagers in the city. 

This year’s activities of the Youth Club were concluded with the organization of the 

photography exhibition “My future in a flash” that was presented in Thissio.  
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The teenagers of MFC’s Youth Club together with those hosted in the Shelters for 

Unaccompanied Minors of HRC in Athens, Volos and Kalavrita, tried to express their 

thoughts and dreams for the future through photos! This was realized with the 

assistance of the educators of the programs. 

 

Summer School 

The Summer School of the MFC took place in July and gave the opportunity to a group 

of 30 refugee children to follow Greek language classes (of two different levels), 

participate in psychosocial support activities and a group of Arabic speaking children 

joined the course of Arabic. 

The enthusiasm and creativity of the volunteers of the Social Welfare Division and the 

community volunteers of the MFC, who supported all the activities, contributed in 

turning this idea into reality. 

Children and young beneficiaries are an active part of the MFC, which is already 

planning the activities for the new school year, focusing always in corresponding to the 

educational needs of the children and in helping them making steady steps in their 

integration to the Greek society. 

 

 


